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Nov. 3 - SAT Testing, 7:30 a.m. 
Nov. 4 - Daylight Savings Time Ends 
Nov. 6 - Election Day
Nov. 9 - Haine Middle School Cultural Day;  
 Report Card Release; RGMS Musical, IHS  
 Aud., 7 p.m.
Nov. 10 - RGMS Musical, IHS Aud., 7 p.m. 
Nov. 11 - Veterans Day 
Nov. 12 - Act-80 Day, No School for Students;  
 Elementary Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Nov. 16 - Start dates for Varsity and Middle   
 School Winter Sports 
Nov. 19 - School Board Meeting, Work/Regular  
 Session, IHS Aud., 7 p.m.
Nov. 21 – Nov. 26 - District Holiday, No School
Nov. 29 - Winter String Orchestra Concert,   
 Grades 7-12, IHS Aud., 7:30 p.m. 
For more dates, visit www.svsd.net/WebCalendar.

Connoquenessing Valley Elementary 
(CVE) School was recently named a  
2018-19 Distinguished School under the 
federal guidelines for Title I Schools.  
CVE is among the 158 Title I  
Distinguished schools from across the 
Commonwealth to receive the  
designation from the Pennsylvania  
Department of Education, and now joins 
the top 5 percent based on composite 
scores for math, English and language arts 
on state achievement exams. 

PDE recognizes CVE as Title I Distinguished 
School

At Seneca Valley’s Raider Football pregame festivities at NexTier Stadium on Oct. 12, Amanda Pristas 
and Jacob Geil were crowned this year's homecoming queen and king, respectively. 

Participants at this year’s “Roaring Twenties” homecoming festivities enjoyed a multitude of events including a 
carnival, parade and a football game victory. 

To end the spirited week, students in grades 9-12 enjoyed a night of music, dancing and fun at the homecoming 
dances on Oct. 13. See more photos from homecoming week on page 6. 

SV royalty

Continued on page 2

See more on page 8

Happy Halloween

SV's Walking Program will  
begin Monday Nov. 5. For 
more information, click here.

Click here to see a Halloween message from a Seneca Valley Preschooler!

https://www.svsd.net/WebCalendar
https://www.svsd.net/Page/15993
https://www.svsd.net/Page/15993
https://www.svsd.net/Page/15993
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-jpq5SaV-OM&feature=youtu.be


“I am very proud of Connoquenessing 
Valley Elementary (CVE) School for being 
selected as one of Pennsylvania’s National 
Title I Distinguished Schools,” said Dr.  
Tracy Vitale, Seneca Valley Superintendent 
of Schools. “To be one of the few selected 
for this designation across the entire state  
is very impressive. This prestigious  
designation certainly accentuates the best 
practices that the Principal DeeAnn  
Graham and her team utilize at CVE every 
day. They are to be commended for their 
hard work and passion for ensuring that 
every child is learning in the best possible 
environment every day. They truly  
understand what it means to teach our  
early learners in a warm and caring  
environment while putting early literacy as 
a top priority.”

Mrs. Graham credits Kathy Novakovich and Donna Cavanaugh, CVE Reading  
Specialists, for putting young learners first, taking what can be a struggle for some and 
making it a successful journey. “We are fortunate to have such dedicated educators in our 
District,” said Mrs. Graham. “We have always known that our Title I Program is  
outstanding; now the rest of the state will know it as well.”

Title I is a federally funded program that supports schools with higher poverty levels 
who meet state performance standards. CVE qualifies for Title I targeted support, which 
allows specific children in grades kindergarten through third grade the opportunity to 
receive this intervention program. Title I instruction is delivered in a small group setting 
in addition to regular classroom instruction.

“I congratulate (CVE) and (the CVE staff) on the success you are experiencing within 
your school,” said Susan McCrone, Chief of the Division of Federal Programs for PDE.

PDE recognizes CVE as Title I  
Distinguished School
continued from page 1
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I Led the Pledge

Elementary students from Seneca Valley’s K-4 schools will 
be appearing at all of this year’s school board meetings, 
leading the members of the School Board and public in 
saying “The Pledge of Allegiance.” For the October work 
session and regular meetings, two Haine Elementary  
students were proud to do the honors. Shown here with  
Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent of Schools, and Mr. Jim 
Nickel, Board President, are Nico Chiaraluna, a first grader, 
and Kami Christensen, a third grader. Students are  
nominated by their building and those who appear receive 
an “I Led the Pledge” T-shirt along with a Seneca Valley 
gift.

L-R:  Donna Cavanaugh, DeeAnn Graham and Kathy Novakovich

SV 2018-19 enrollment increases
Seneca Valley School District enrollment has increased in the 2018-19 school year, despite PDE trends that show a declining public school enrollment across the 
Commonwealth.

In fact, Forbes named Pennsylvania as one of the Top 10 states with the largest percentage of enrollment decline in public school education through 2026 (April 
2018 article - https://www.forbes.com/sites/dianerado/2018/04/19/top-10-states-expecting-drops-in-public-school-enrollment/#2af49bd67014)

However, Seneca Valley is bucking that trend and experiencing an increase in enrollment this year; the first one of its kind in 18 years.

Seneca Valley saw an increase of 72 students, which is the largest jump the District has seen in over 15 years. We also took note that homeschoolers are finding 
opportunities through the district by taking cyber or hybrid courses through the Seneca Valley Academy of Choice. In addition, we’re seeing a decrease in the 
number of students leaving the District to attend external schools, some of the lowest numbers in nine plus years.

The total number of K-12 school age students in the Seneca Valley attendance area is 8,464 with 7,245 in our brick and mortar buildings.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/dianerado/2018/04/19/top-10-states-expecting-drops-in-public-school-enrollment/#325997b17014
https://www.forbes.com/sites/dianerado/2018/04/19/top-10-states-expecting-drops-in-public-school-enrollment/#325997b17014


Seneca Valley junior Diana Schulties 
recently won the 2019 Miss Mercer 
County title awarded at the local Miss 
America Outstanding Teen pageant on 
Sept. 23. Miss Schulties will compete 
next summer for the statewide 2019 
Miss Pennsylvania Outstanding Teen 
title. 

Her talent is piano and her platform is “Adopt, Don’t shop,” which  
promotes the adoption of pets from shelters rather than purchasing pets 
from breeders. 

Miss Schulties is the daughter of Eric and Jill Schulties.

Two seniors, Cameron Schultz and 
Noah Reynolds, recently organized 
two separate blood drives. In  
recognition of their exceptional  
efforts, a Central Blood Bank  
representative recently visited the 
senior high school to award both 
students with $1,000 (each)  
scholarship money. Miss Schultz and 
Mr. Reynolds were recognized for 
their life-saving efforts on SVTV on 
Oct. 4. To view the episode, click here 
(the interview starts at 4:01). 
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#SVGivesBack

#SVGivesBack

Working hand-in-hand
A little rain didn’t stop over 80 Seneca Valley students from Ryan Gloyer Middle School (RGMS), Haine Middle School and Rowan Elementary School partner 
with Cranberry Township, the Pennsylvania Municipal League, the State of Pennsylvania, KABOOM, and local and state government officials to build a new 
playground at North Boundary Park in Cranberry Township on Oct. 5.

The catch? They built the playground in ONE day! 

Students worked together to mulch and plant more than 1,200 plants that are on-site. Additionally, Rowan Elementary students created the ribbon that will be 
used in the grand opening that links the two sides of the build together, the community and the school. 

“These students have made a lasting impression on our community and demonstrated how strong schools help develop strong communities,” stated Mike  
Manipole, RGMS Health and Physical Education Teacher. “This playground will be enjoyed by families for many years to come.” 

Click here to view a time-lapse video of the playground being built. 

Get movin’
Girl Scout Troops 20074, 26674, 26667 and Cub Scout Pack 406 recently painted a Get Movin’ Trail at Rowan Elementary School. The trail includes fun activities 
to extend the playground on the blacktop. The stencils were provided by Rowan PTA and the paint was donated by PPG. 

Giving blood, giving back Miss Mercer

#SVGivesBack

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hj4vYg7Q61Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hj4vYg7Q61Y
https://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=ugqve7xx9t
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Community awareness

Think pink
In recognition of Breast Cancer 
Awareness month, several SV staff 
members participated in pink pride 
days to support our staff, students, 
families and friends who have been 
affected by breast cancer.

Look. Listen. Learn.
As part of National Fire Prevention Week Oct. 7-13, firefighters from Cranberry Township visited students at  
Rowan Elementary on Oct. 10 and firefighters from Harmony Borough visited CVE on Oct. 12.

While there, firefighters taught students about fire safety, emergency procedures and the role of the fire department.

According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) website, this year’s Fire Prevention Week theme is 
“Look. Listen. Learn. Be aware - fire can happen anywhere.™”

Additionally, CVE Kindergarten families donated over $600 to the Harmony Volunteer Fire Department to support 
our local fire departments.

SV celebrates Red Ribbon Week
Students in grades K-6 at Seneca Valley conducted National Red Ribbon Week lessons and activities the week of 
Oct. 22-26.

Throughout the week, teachers facilitated age-appropriate discussions about healthy habits and recited the  
Drug-Free Pledge. These activities, along with participation in daily themes, helped students commit to celebrating 
a drug-free life.
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Dot day
International Dot Day was held on Sept. 15 and is a day that is dedicated to “connecting, collaborating, creating 
and celebrating all that creativity inspires and invites.” Peter H. Reynolds’s book, “The Dot,” was the catalyst for 
this event. Each first grade student at Evans City Elementary designed a dot to add to the mural.  Some students 
experimented with mixing primary colors using what they had recently learned in art, while others chose  
markers or watercolors.

Knowledge is power
Ryan Gloyer Middle School (RGMS) eighth grade student Brandon Wingard shared the following message to  
educate his peers and teachers about National White Cane Day that was on Oct. 15.

Brandon learned how to use his cane in the building under the direction of Jessica Sloan, a vision, orientation and 
mobility teacher with Midwestern Intermediate Unit IV (MIUIV). 

According to www.whitecaneday.org the mission of White Cane Day is to educate the world about blindness and 
how the blind and visually impaired can live and work independently while giving back to their  
communities, to celebrate the abilities and successes achieved by blind people in a sighted world and to honor the 
many contributions being made by the blind and visually impaired.

PJ party
Over 100 girls from Ryan Gloyer 
Middle School (RGMS) attended 
the building’s annual Pajama Rama 
on Oct. 18. At the event, the young 
ladies rotated between five activities 
that included nail painting, face 
painting, dodgeball, karaoke and 
bracelet making. The supplies for 
the activities, raffle prizes, pizza and 
snacks were all provided through 
generous donations from parents 
and teachers.

A night of numbers
Haine Elementary School held their first Family Math 
Night on Oct. 18. Third and fourth grade students and 
their parents attended the event to engage in various 
math tasks.

Fall fun
CVE students and their families 
enjoyed pumpkin decorating, scary 
stories, a picture booth and even 
robots at the school’s annual Fall 
Family Night on Oct. 25. “Thank 
you to all who helped make our 
annual Fall Family Night a huge 
success,” exclaimed CVE Principal 
DeeAnn Graham. “I am so grateful 
for everyone who helped with the 
set-up and tear down, or those who 
donated supplies and extra time for 
this event.”

http://svtube.svsd.net/play?id=uee8wedz4y
http://www.whitecaneday.org
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The Roaring Twenties
SV celebrates homecoming

Photo credit: EDI Imaging, Bill Paterson, SV SHS STUCO



The Seneca Valley Academic Decathlon Team placed first 
among 18 schools, and brought home a total of 25 medals in the 
Academic Decathlon Competition at Clarion-Limestone High 
School on Oct 13. 

SV medalists included freshman Kate Lipscomb who medaled in 
the category of art; and sophomores Nick Folino who medaled 
in the categories of essay and interview; and Abigail Roeckmann 
and Christina Yang who medaled in art.  

Junior students who medaled included Megan Neely in the 
category of art; Julia Allman who won an overall bronze and 
medaled in interview and speech; Logan Glatz won an overall 
gold and medaled in the categories of music and art; and Nishant 
Jayachandran who won an overall bronze. 

Lastly, seniors who were medalists included Katie Bablak in  
the events of art and literature; Ashley Conroy who won in  
interview; Jessie Glatz who won in the events of interview and 
speech; Mark Hemmerlin won an overall bronze and medaled in 
music and speech; Katie Parker who won an overall silver and medaled in essay, art and literature; and Ryan Lipscomb won an overall gold and won in the events 
of essay, music, art, literature and speech.  The students competed in six events: art, music, literature, interview, speech and essay. 

The SV Academic Decathlon Team includes Julia Allman, Katie Parker, Gabe Sutherland, Logan Glatz, Nick Folino, Mark Hemmerlin, Megan Spark, Abigail 
Roeckmann, Steven Yang, Kate Lipscomb, Ryan Lipscomb, Nishant Jayachandran, Megan Neely, Christina Yang, Jessie Glatz, Katie Bablak, Ashley Conroy and 
Mia Chevallier. 

“The SV Academic Decathlon Team is once again off to an incredible start to the season,” exclaimed Seneca Valley Senior High School Math Teacher and  
Academic Decathlon adviser David Reichard. “Over the past four years, the Academic Decathlon program has achieved many victories, but this competition was 
our strongest one yet. Bringing home the first place trophy motivated the students even more for our next competition. We have practice every day after school 
and these students put in countless extra hours studying. I look forward to helping them prepare for regionals, states, and hopefully, nationals in Minnesota!” 
The next competition will be held at Northwestern High School on Nov. 3.

Deft decathletes
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Pit stop
The C-SPAN Bus stopped by Seneca 
Valley Senior High School on Oct. 3. 
Studentswere able to explore the many  
educational resources available on the 
bus and hear from local government 
officials. The stop was part of C-SPAN’s 
50 Capitals Tour as it visits schools in 
each state.

Eighth grade students in Kate Wilson’s science class stepped onto a big rig to learn 
about oil, gas and energy.

Drake Well Museum and Park's Mobile Energy Education Training Unit 
(MEET-U) visited Ryan Gloyer Middle School on Oct. 11.

The 44-foot trailer offers a program that specifically targets middle school students 
for a student-centered, hands-on energy lesson.

“Students were shocked to know that almost everything they use daily is an 
oil-based product,” stated Ms. Wilson. “They were also surprised to learn that 
Titusville was the home to the first commercial oil well.”   

According to Drake Well’s website, Drake Well Museum and Park's MEET-U 
educational outreach program travels to schools and community events spreading awareness of energy creation, development and utilization. The program's goal 
is to educate school children and the public on the historic and modern uses of energy in an effort to improve the future of energy consumption.

MEET-U



Meteorologists say that the most predictable thing about the weather is that it’s unpredictable. This is a subject we know all too well, so we thought it 
made sense to take this opportunity to remind parents to be prepared for possible school delays and closings.

The Seneca Valley School District will make every effort to close or delay school by 5:30 a.m. of the affected day. Delays that turn into closures will be 
made by 7:30 a.m. Please know that early dismissals will be avoided whenever possible, but if necessary, will be made by 11 a.m. of the affected day. 
When an early dismissal is called, all students are expected to board his/her regular bus and return home.

When Seneca Valley has a closing or delay, the district will first utilize SchoolMessenger, a parent notification system, which will be programmed to  
call the homes of Seneca Valley School District families. Please be sure to check your contact information via the SV Portal. In addition to the call  
number, you can also sign up for texting notifications via the SV Portal. To do so, go to the SV Portal and click on the “Parent Contacts” tab. Review  
and/or change your information in the “Mass Notification Call System” area to make sure your information is as you want it for these specific types of 
notifications. “Push” notifications are also now available for SV delay and closure notices.

Please know that we will also be utilizing all of our usual mediums of communication to let you know of school closings/delays, including television 
media (KDKA Radio 1020 AM, KDKA-TV Channel 2, WTAE-TV Channel 4, WPXI-TV Channel 11), our website (www.svsd.net), a recording on our 
main phone line (724-452-6040) and SVTV.

Please note, for two-hour delays: Kindergarten arrival/dismissal times only in a two-hour delay are:
 • CVE / Haine / Rowan / Evans City AM Kindergarten: Arrival - 10:55 a.m.; Dismissal - 12:43 p.m.
 • CVE / Haine / Rowan / Evans City PM Kindergarten: PM Arrival - 1:37 p.m.; PM Dismissal - 3:25 p.m.
 • Afternoon and evening activities will be determined on a case-by case basis in the event of a two-hour delay

*Please note that news services report only the district’s name (Seneca Valley School District). When the name Seneca Valley Schools is used in a
broadcast, it means ALL schools within the district are affected unless otherwise noted.
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Weather prep

How will inclement weather (“snow”) days work for 2018-19?
The first two days that are called off due to inclement weather will be treated as 
the more traditional inclement weather school closures. To be specific, that means 
there will be no required school work for that day and students and staff will make 
the two days up by going to school on February 15, 2019, and then on April 23, 
2019, respectively. Once we’ve reached our third inclement weather school closure, 
that day will become a Flexible Instructional Day (FID). We will also use FIDs for 
our fourth and fifth inclement weather closures.

Are there preplanned FIDs?
No. There are no preplanned FIDs in the calendar. On the third day we close 
school due to inclement weather, that day automatically becomes a FID and 
students are expected to work on assignments from home that day as given to 
students prior by the teacher. Each student is given 10 school days to complete and turn in the work. This allows those who are in daycare situations or 
unable to access the Internet an extended period of time to complete the work.

How does student attendance work? 
Student attendance will be determined by verification and completion of the lesson and or assignment during the 10-school-day assignment window.

What is expected of students? 
They will have 10 school days to make up the assignment and turn it into his/her instructor for full credit.

What's the benefit of a FID? 
It will not require additional make up days to be needed - or to extend the school year to make up for inclement weather cancellations. FIDs are deemed 
a school day and count toward the number of instructional days/hours required under Article 15 of the Public School Code and Chapter 11 of the state 
Board of Education regulations.

What if I have a student with special needs? 
The FID lesson will be designed for students with special needs utilizing their program modifications, specially designed instruction and supplementary 
aids and services identified in their individualized education plans. Upon return from a FID, teachers of students with special needs will meet with their 
students to review work submitted, checking for completion and understanding. If needed, students will have an additional 10 school days to complete 
assignments. Any related services (PT, OT, Speech, etc…) scheduled during the FID will be rescheduled according to the frequency requirements of the 
students’ individualized education plan.

Flexible Instructional Day (FID) Q & A

https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/


SVAOC Performing Arts – October 2018
Varden Armstrong, Performing Arts Coordinator

News and Events
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The SV Wind Ensemble has been invited to perform in 
Pittsburgh at the National Association for Music Education 
(NAfME) Eastern Division Conference on April 5, 2019. Over 
170 recorded applications were submitted from a 12-state 
region, and only a small number of high school groups were 
selected to perform. Dr. Tracy Vitale, Seneca Valley  
Superintendent of Schools, has the privilege of formally  
presenting them at the concert that will be held at 1 p.m. at  
the David L Lawrence Convention Center.

Privileged performance

Name: Nate Copeland
Building: RGMS
Hometown: Moon Township, PA
Residence: McCandless Township, PA

Why did you become a music teacher?
When I was in high school, there was a definitive shift in my attitude toward 
school. This took place my sophomore year when I decided to join the school 
musical. When I made my choice to make music a passion in my life, my 
whole school environment changed.  Music and the teachers that brought it to me changed my 
outlook on going to school. They brought new friends, new passions and a desire to spread the 
power of music to others. I hope that there is at least one student who can have the experience of 
letting music change them.

What do you believe is the “key” to teaching?
In student teaching, there was one phrase that my co-operating teacher would always use, and 
has stuck as the foundation to my teaching. It was simple, but the meaning that it carries  
outweighs all others. Simply put, “It’s not about you, it’s about them.” Any approach to teaching 
must come from the perspective of the students. 

When you are not teaching, you most likely can be found doing what?
I have been blessed with a wonderful extended family, and so when I am not teaching, I am often 
in their company. We spend weekends together whether it be at church, taking a trip to the  
outlets or a festival, or just spending time having dinner and playing some games. I am also an 
avid movie fan and can almost always be found at the latest Marvel or Star Wars movie premiere.

What is one thing about you that likely would surprise your students?
Due to some wonderful family members, I have been to Disney World over 20 times and yet 
have never had to pay to get in. In fact, I’ve been there four times in the past year alone.

Welcome!

Name: Joyous DeMark 
Building: SVIHS
Hometown: Jefferson Hills, PA
Residence: Pittsburgh, PA

Why did you become a music 
teacher? 
As a middle school and high school 
student, several music teachers inspired me. The  
excitement and love of music they shared made me want 
to teach. Providing students with that same opportunity 
is a dream come true. 

What do you believe is the “key” to teaching?
As a teacher, I believe you must lead with your heart and 
passion for the students you teach. 

When you are not teaching, you most likely can be 
found doing what?
Playing piano, singing, running and watching Netflix.

What is one thing about you that likely would surprise 
your students?
I had opportunity to sing with the Pittsburgh Symphony 
Orchestra with a select group of students who performed 
at Heinz Hall in the All-Star College Choir. 

The Seneca Valley Marching Band  
performed as a part of the annual Evans 
City Halloween parade on Oct. 25. The 
band led the parade and performed  
selections from their halftime show in 
front of the fire hall afterward. This annual 
event included many costumes and  
friendly faces that enjoyed a cool fall 
evening. Band members were treated to 
donuts and cider at the conclusion of the 
event. 
 
“The band’s performance was outstanding 
and their appearance and deportment was  
a tribute to the leadership of the directors 
and staff.  We are proud of every student in 
the SV Marching Band for serving our  
community.”  - Mark Wilson, Evans City 
Rotary

A scary good time

SV Choral Department introduces Mr. Copeland, Ms. DeMark
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Fall Sports Updates

So often I hear the question, “We see you at every event, and do you ever go home?” My reply is always the same, “This 
is the best part of my job…watching our student-athletes compete.” The 2018 fall season has not disappointed, providing 
many opportunities to watch our student-athletes excel on the courts, courses and fields. Equally rewarding is the joy I 
witness when our teams meet with success, their smiles and team celebrations represent excitement for successful  
execution of game plans and reward for their hard work and daily efforts. As we bring closure to the fall season and 
travel along the post-season path, I am grateful for the character and class of our student-athletes. Moreover, even more 
impressed with their commitment and excellence.

CROSS COUNTRY: The boys' and girls' cross-country teams traveled to Cal-U for the WPIAL championships and 
came home with medals, a trophy and multiple PIAA State Championship qualifiers on Oct. 25. In the girls’ race,  
Seneca Valley as a team finished fifth overall and will send two athletes – senior Megan Aaron and sophomore Bailey 
Royhab – to the state championships on Nov. 3. Bailey finished 11th overall and Megan came in 21st.

The boys’ race provided plenty of excitement and some great runs 
by our own Raiders to secure the runner-up trophy by a mere 
three points over Mt. Lebanon. By virtue of their second-place 
finish, Seneca Valley qualifies as a team for the boys’ state  
championships. Individually seniors Seth Ketler (4th) and Sam 
Owori (9th) finished in the top-10 overall with Connor Volk-Klos 
(16th), Noah Petersen (25th) and Aidan Domencic (30th) not 
far behind.  Senior Max Weaver (36th) and junior Adam Owori 
(49th) rounded out the line-up for the Raiders.

FOOTBALL: You would be hard-pressed to find 
a team with as great a one-year turnaround as our 
Raiders. Following a tough 3-6 campaign in 2017, 
Coach Ron Butschle and the 2018 Seneca Valley football squad went to work in the offseason and those 
efforts have paid dividends with a 7-3 overall mark and tied for third place in the tough 6-A conference. 
Leading the way has been a defense that gives up under 10 points a game and has three shutouts in a  
10-game schedule. Entering the WPIAL playoffs on Nov. 2, the Raiders have the ingredients – a stingy
defense and balanced attack – to make a run at a second appearance at Heinz Field in three
seasons.

BOYS' & GIRLS' GOLF: The Raider golf teams completed their seasons in mid-October. The boys' program, competing in the WPIAL team championships, 
finished fourth overall out of 16 qualified teams. In girls' WPIAL individual championships, Lexi Tofanelli shot an 18-hole career best 87 to finish in the top half 
at Diamond Run Golf Course. Congrats to both teams on another great season.

BOYS' SOCCER: There may not be a more competitive section than the WPIAL boys’ soccer section 1.  
Following reclassification, the eight-team section 1 included seven teams from the 2017 WPIAL soccer  
playoff bracket. To just make the playoffs in 2018 would be an accomplishment, but for Seneca Valley the 
sights were set higher. One could say “mission accomplished” as the Raiders finished atop the section  
standings and earned the top seed in the WPIAL championships. At the time of this writing, the Raiders 
defeated their quarterfinal opponent, Mt. Lebanon, 7-0 and were set to face Canon-Mac in the semifinals. 
November’s issue will have a final recap on the season.

GIRLS' SOCCER: It has been quite a year for Seneca Valley 
soccer teams and the girls’ team matched the feats of the 
boys’ program, winning a section title, earning the top seed 
in the WPIAL playoffs and advancing to the championship 
game in early November. Overall, the Raiders finished 15-2 and were 10-2 in section play. After a first-round bye, 
the team beat Mt. Lebanon (6-1) in the quarterfinals and shutout a very talented Upper St. Clair team (2-0) to  
advance to the WPIAL championship game at Highmark Stadium. With their appearance in the finals, the 
Raiders are guaranteed a place in the PIAA state playoff bracket. November’s issue will have a final recap on the 
season.

GIRLS’ TENNIS & VOLLEYBALL: Both seasons for girls’ tennis and girls’ volleyball have ended. Raider girls' 
tennis finished 9-6 overall; Raider girls' volleyball finished 6-10 on the season.

October 2018
Heather Lewis, Seneca Valley Athletics and Activities Director

Raider Athletics

Special Event Dates for Raider Athletics
Special event dates for the winter season include:
• Wednesday, Nov. 7: Deadline for winter sport paperwork; all papers due in athletic 

office
• Friday, Nov. 16: First official date of winter sport tryouts 



Mr. Robert Ceh
Principal - SHS

Ms. Denise Manganello
Principal – SVAOC

Ms. DeeAnn Graham
Principal – CVE

ational October is National Principals Month – a month to celebrate our Principals and  
remember how important their work is in every school. Principals set the academic tone 
for their schools and work collaboratively with teachers to develop and maintain high  
curriculum standards, develop mission statements, and set performance goals and  
objectives. Through their vision, dedication, and determination, Principals provide the  
mobilizing force for achieving student success. We encourage you to join us in this  
celebration by sharing your appreciation with our Principals. Thank you.

Principals

Assistant Principals

Ms. Lauri Pendred
Principal – ECE

Ms. Kristen White
Principal – HES

Mr. Andrew Teti
Asst. Principal – ECE

Ms. Megan Lizewski
Asst. Principal – HMS

Mr. Anthony Babusci
Principal - RGMS

Ms. Erin Mazer
Asst. Principal – IHS

Mr. Kyle Leggett
Asst. Principal – IHS

Mr. Robert Raso
Asst. Principal – RGMS

rincipals
onth

N
PM

Mr. Timothy Eiler
Principal – ECMS

Ms. Cassandra Doggrell
Principal – HMS

Dr. Matthew Delp
Principal – IHS

Ms. Nannette Farmar
Principal – RES

Ms. Tina Francis
Asst. Principal – CVE
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Asst. Principal – SHS
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Mr. Daniel Guerra
Acting Asst. Principal – SHS

Mr. Ashley Porter
Asst. Principal – HE

Ms. Bridget Miller
Asst. Principal – ECMS
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Q A & AlumniQ A
Q: Catch us up. Tell us what you’re doing today:
A: I recently just accepted the Head Women’s Lacrosse coaching position at IUP after spending the last year as the Head 
Coach at Misericordia University. 

Q: Please share with us some information about your family.
A: I have three siblings who all attended Seneca Valley. Kylie who graduated in 2006, Sean who graduated in 2009 and Mollie 
who graduated in 2015. My brother-in-law Justin Ball also graduated from Seneca Valley in 2006. My parents still reside in 
the District.

Q: What might (someone) be surprised to know about you?
A: Something that someone may be surprised to know about me is that I never thought about getting into collegiate coaching 
until I was a senior in college. After I tore my ACL, I received a medical red shirt and was sidelined. My plan originally was to 
graduate and hopefully get a job in a counseling center and obtain my Master’s in school guidance counseling.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
A: Seneca Valley helped me become the person I am today both personally and professionally by allowing me to interact 
with so many different kinds of people. Seneca Valley is a big school district with so many different groups of people. I think 
it helped my personal skills and gave me confidence to branch out and try new things in different social circles. Seneca Valley 
made me a well-rounded individual and gave me different perspectives that I think has helped me on a professional and 
personal level in my life.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: Seneca Valley is a special place because it gives students so many different avenues to learn and grow. Being such a large 
school, I am sure parents worry that their child may get lost in the shuffle, but I think that it ends up not being the case 
because of all of the different clubs, activities and sports that the District offers. It gives everyone a chance to find an interest 
and social group.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member? 
A: My favorite faculty member at Seneca Valley was my assistant lacrosse coach, Katie Smolter (now Katie Conn since she got married last summer). I never 
had her as a teacher, but I spent a lot of time in her classroom during my study hall periods or any free time I had I was usually in her classroom. It got to the 
point where I would go into my study hall when I had Mr. Ziegler and he would just immediately write me a pass to Ms. Smolter’s room. On the lacrosse field, 
she was always hard on me but I knew it was because she cared about me and she knew that I had potential and believed that I could reach it. She always gave 
me tough love and helped me grow a thick skin. I think her being that way with me made me be able to overcome so many obstacles that came my way in 
college and even in my first coaching job at Misericordia. I graduated seven years ago and to this day we still remain extremely close! Without her I don’t think 
I would have had the confidence to go play at IUP. If I stopped playing lacrosse, I would have never taken the career path that I have. I owe a lot of my success to 
her!

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley?
A: As a student, I always enjoyed Friday night football games. It was the one thing that we always looked forward to during the weeks in the fall. I think it was 
such a fun experience, but also was a time when you saw everyone in the community get together to support the school.

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: If I had one message for teachers or staff at Seneca Valley it would be a big thank you for setting a solid foundation for me to build success in my future. 

Q: What do you wish other people knew about Seneca Valley?
A: One thing that I wish people knew about Seneca Valley is that even though the district is large, each student has an opportunity to be unique and be a part of 
something!

Seneca Valley 2011 graduate 
Brenna Gallagher was  
recently named Head Coach 
at Indiana University of  
Pennsylvania (IUP). We asked 
her to catch us up on what 
she is doing and how Seneca 
Valley influenced her life and 
career. 



Apple’s latest operating system, iOS 12’s new Screen Time, is the feature parents have been waiting for. With it, we have 
a new tool to help prevent excessive screen time for our youth, as well as ourselves. The tool lets us limit overall time 
and allows you to limit the time on specific apps. It also does the same for websites and video games. This is a game 
changer because when these controls are built into the machine itself, it makes it nearly impossible for anyone to find 
ways around the restrictions on the devices.

Screen Time is not just for phones, but also for iPads. While some schools have some controls on them, this new tool 
will let parents help ensure time grabbers can be prevented during school hours— the parents have to setup Screen 
Time, the schools do not have access to it controls. Preventing video games and other things from being accessible 
during school hours helps students focus on their classes.

What about how this now helps home life?

The goal of using something like this is to not over-parent, over-control, but to set up systems that help lessen the  
parent-child conflict. For example, rather than tracking down your tween to get the phone at, say, 9 p.m., the phone can be 
configured to have all apps go off at 9 p.m., including texting.

Even before setting up the system, it is recommended to be strategic about how you go about doing this with your youth—to 
minimize any possible push back. Consider starting with an evening of talking about all the wonderful things that do happen 
on screens. It is critical that our kids know that we get it, that we understand that screen time is really cool. When they  
believe we know there are many great things happening on screens, then they will be more willing to see our efforts to limit 
constant temptation as help, not punishment.

Another way to minimize the conflict is to start by having them, and yourself, collect data on personal daily use patterns, 
which Screen Time lets you do. Tracking and discussing use patterns can be an effective way to think about time limits.  

Now on to the technical:

All Apple devices that you will be adding restrictions to—iPhones and iPads—need to be updated to iOS 12. Here is a  
step-by-step guide to walk you through setting up yours and your kids’ devices with these new controls.

Setting up Screen Time on your device:

• Download iOS 12 on every device you want to manage going back as far as an iPhone 5s
• Go to Settings and select Screen Time to turn it on your device
• Scroll down to Use Screen Time Passcode - select a passcode that your kids won’t figure out and you will easily remember
• Go to Downtime and select start and end times - This will block apps you select for the period of time you set
• Go to App Limits and select app categories you want to limit then set the amount of time allowed. You will be prompted to  
 enter your passcode
• Go to Always Allowed and select apps you want accessible at all times (could be the phone, FaceTime and messages)
• Go to Content and Privacy Restrictions - here you can allow or not allow apps to be downloaded and in-app purchases  
 to  be made. You can also block specific content here by selecting content restrictions and choosing specific content like  
 movies, TV shows, games, books, etc...

Setting up Screen Time on your kids’ devices:

• Make sure all devices (iPhones and iPads) have iOS 12 downloaded
• Make sure all devices are set up on Family Sharing with you as the organizer and that Screen Time is turned on in Family  
 Sharing
• One adult in the family—the family organizer—can set up Family Sharing for the group from their iPhone, iPad, or iPod touch. Then an invitation is sent to  
 the individual members. They need to accept the invitation.
• Every person in your group will need a distinct Apple ID. To learn how to get one for a child under 13, click here.
• Once you’ve setup your family, you’ll see them in Screen Time settings. Tap on your child and walk through the setup assistant to turn on Screen Time for  
 them.
• Go to Settings and scroll down to Screen Time
• Scroll down to Use Screen Time Passcode
• Enter a Passcode that your kids won’t figure out and you will easily remember
• Turn on Share Across Devices
• Select child’s device (devices need to be set up on Family Sharing and signed into iCloud)
• Go to Downtime and select start and end times - This will block apps you select for the period of time you set
• Go to App Limits and choose categories of apps you want to limit then set the amount of time allowed. You will be prompted to enter your passcode
• Go to Always Allowed and select apps you want accessible at all times (could be the phone, FaceTime and messages)
• Go to Content and Privacy Restrictions —here you can allow or not allow apps to be downloaded and in-app purchases to be made. You can also block  
 specific content here by selecting content restrictions and choosing particular content like movies, TV shows, games, books, etc.

As a note, Google has similar controls for Android phones that can be managed through its Family Link app, but this is limited to 13-year-olds and younger, 
leaving teenagers unsupervised on their devices. Many cell phone carriers have special plans and others ways to limit access to and time on apps as well.
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Apple releases screen time controls

https://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=198e80b24d&e=f4b3d95883
https://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=c06ab04222&e=f4b3d95883
https://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=ddc465bf0e&e=f4b3d95883
https://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=be2ec96f97&e=f4b3d95883


Reunification sites, where students are taken to meet their caregivers in the event of an evacuation of their school, 
are an integral part of our safety and security mechanism. If a school needs to be evacuated, we have a plan to move 
children quickly and safely from their schools to their reunification sites. This plan could be enacted in the case of 
anything from security issues, to severe weather, to environmental issues such as a broken gas line.

If a building evacuation is enacted, you will be notified of where your child will be taken. At that point, it is  
important that you follow the directions put out rather than trying to make your way to your child’s school.

There are three major reasons why it’s important that you go to the designated reunification site in the event that 
their building is being evacuated: 

 1. If you go to the school, no one will be there to give you direction. This will not only cause greater anxiety on   
  your part, but will also delay you in getting to your child.

 2. If you go to the school, you are walking right into the teeth of whatever danger caused us to evacuate. Whether  
  it is something as dynamic as an active assailant or, as mentioned earlier, something like a broken gas line,  
  going to the place that has already been evacuated puts you in jeopardy. In fact, parents showing up at the   
  school could pull assets away from dealing with the true hazard if they need to be rescued because they entered   
  into an unsafe situation.

 3. All of our schools sit on two lane roads with either one or two ways to ingress and egress from the school  
  property. If a significant number of parents rush toward the school, it will cause major gridlock. This will not   
  only cause frustration for you as a parent trying to get to your child, but also prevent first responders 
  and law-enforcement from having access to the property. This has been a major problem in evacuation  
  scenarios throughout the country. We need to let the people who can help the most get to the school. An influx   
  of traffic just impedes that ability.

Also, don’t be afraid to talk to your kids about the possibility of needing to leave their school and go to another build-
ing. Let them know that it would be a rare incident, and that they would be perfectly safe going with their teachers. 
While the need to relocate is rare, it’s always a good idea to talk them through the possibility that this may happen so 
that if we do need to evacuate the building, they can recall the discussion that you had, remember that it’s being done 
for their security and that they are safe. The 10 minutes it takes to talk to your kids about this could be the difference 
in keeping them from panicking if they need to relocate.

I’m a father and I understand the anxiety that comes with hearing your children may be affected by a situation that 
could possibly put them in danger. But for our security and reunification plans to work effectively, it is necessary that 
we work together to follow our plans and protocols. Remember, you will be notified and all pertinent information, 
including the reunification site location, will be passed to you if an evacuation becomes necessary.

As always, remember that you are a large part of our security mechanism. If you see something, SAY something.
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Safety First
Jeff James, Seneca Valley Supervisor of Safety and Security

SV Telephone Tipline
Seneca Valley School District's tipline reporting system is intended to facilitate via telephone the reporting of sensitive information to school officials, including 
information regarding student safety, substance abuse or potential threats to individuals or our facilities. It is NOT an emergency hotline. If you need immediate 
assistance and/or are reporting an event that could immediately affect the school community, please call 911.

Telephone Tipline: (724) 631-1677

SV Online (Sprigeo) Reporting System
Seneca Valley School District's Online (Sprigeo) reporting system is NOT an emergency hotline. If you are reporting an event that could immediately affect your 
school community, please call 911.

The system is intended to facilitate the reporting of sensitive information to school officials, including information regarding student safety, bullying, violence, 
drug use, or students who may be in need of assistance. Reports submitted here will be forwarded electronically to a predetermined list of school officials and, at 
the school administration's option, to local enforcement agencies, for possible investigation or action.

Seneca Valley School District highly respects and cares for your privacy. We do not collect or store any personal information about you when you submit your 
alert tip. The only information that we do collect is the Internet domain from which you submitted the report. This information will be kept strictly confidential 
and will be accessed only in the event of a student emergency; or when we are required by court order to identify the Internet domain from which you submitted 
your report. Raw access logs will be periodically destroyed consistent with the Seneca Valley School District’s records management plan and Board Policy No. 
800 (Records Management). Please use the Online (Sprigeo) Reporting System responsibly.

Click to view the online (Sprigeo) Reporting System

Crisis and  
emergency  
response  
communication:
In the event of a building emergency, 
students will be evacuated to a safe 
area on school grounds. In the event 
of an “outdoor” emergency, students 
will take immediate cover in the best 
possible place. In the event of an 
evacuation due to floods, hazardous 
material accidents, etc., it may be 
necessary to evacuate students to 
alternate sites. So as not to  
compromise district safety plans, 
student evacuation sites will not be 
listed for the general public or within 
our website. 

In the case of ANY emergency or 
crisis, please do not call the schools. 
It is vital that these lines be left open 
for emergency communication.  
The Seneca Valley mass parent  
notification system will be used 
to notify parents/guardians of any 
emergency and provide the  
necessary instructions for  
reunification with students. We also 
encourage parents to utilize media 
(social, TV and print) during times 
of crisis.

https://app.sprigeo.com/district/seneca-valley-school-district
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(In Case You Missed It)

ICYMI...

• Join the Seneca Valley team! Secondary School Counselor, Custodial and Teacher's Aide positions are available immediately! 
• Seneca Valley Senior High School Counselors are now Instagram!
• Watch SV’s taped segment for the Oct. 26 halftime show of WPTT’s The Point 22 Friday Night Rivals Program.  
• Learn more about the Reality Tour and Candle, Inc. by clicking here. Sign up for Reality Tour newsletters by scrolling to the bottom of their website. 

Link it
Social Media Edition

Click the hyperlinks below for other news you may want to see:

The Rotary Club of Zelienople is accepting applications from families throughout the entire Seneca Valley 
School District to host one student from another country during part of the 2018-19 School Year as part of the 
Rotary Youth Exchange program.

The exchange program offers high school students from the U.S. and other countries the opportunity to live and 
study in another country during a school year. The program’s objective is to foster world peace, international 
understanding and good will by extending international communication at the personal level through the 
exchange of high school students.

“From the moment we scooped Lea up at the airport, she was a joy to us,” said Reid and Krista Moon of  
Zelienople, recent host parents for a Rotary Youth Exchange student from Spain. “Lea was very prepared to be a 
successful host daughter and student at Seneca Valley Senior High School. We felt that we were well prepared by 
our Rotary representative to provide the best exchange student experience possible.”

All families—even those without children—are encouraged to apply to be hosts. For more information on how 
to become a host family, contact Robin Fleming, (724) 816-1148, r.fleming@zoominternet.net; or Jeff Simmons, 
(724) 473-0016, jssim89167@yahoo.com.

Host Families Needed for Rotary Youth Exchange 
Student in 2018-19

https://www.facebook.com/SenecaValleySD/
https://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
https://www.instagram.com/senecavalleysd/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/senecavalleysd
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
https://twitter.com/SVCIRCRowan/status/1050764236492853248
https://twitter.com/SVCIRCRowan/status/1050764236492853248
http://www.svsd.net/employment
https://www.instagram.com/svshscounselors/
http://svtube.svsd.net/play?id=u4u23cc594
https://candleinc.org/?option=com_content&view=article&id=242%3Apast-newsletters&catid=58%3Aarticles-links-a-interviews&Itemid=60
mailto:r.fleming%40zoominternet.net?subject=Host%20Family%20for%20Rotary%20Youth%20Exchange
mailto:jssim89167%40yahoo.com?subject=Host%20Family%20for%20Rotary%20Youth%20Exchange


https://apm.activecommunities.com/cranberrytownship/home


TO REGISTER: 
Go to laroche.edu/openhouse
Or stop in the Zappala College Center 

anytime from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

800-838-4572  |  412-536-1272
admissions@laroche.edu  |  laroche.edu

La Roche College  |  9000 Babcock Boulevard  |  Pittsburgh, PA 15237

• Explore more than 50 career-focused majors with our faculty
• Tour campus and get an inside look at our residence halls
• Learn about study abroad opportunities included in your tuition
• Enjoy light morning refreshments and a complimentary lunch 

Saturday, Nov. 10  •  9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

ADMISSIONS 

Open
House

https://laroche.edu/


https://svmsmusical.ticketleap.com/aladdinbrunch/
https://svmsmusical.ticketleap.com/aladdin/
mailto:svmsmusicalticketing%40gmail.com?subject=Sweets%20and%20Treats
mailto:rgmsmusical%40gmail.com?subject=Sweets%20and%20Treats

